
 
The Parish Pump is distributed 

free to Members of The Marden 
Society every two months 

  
For details of Membership please 
contact the Membership Secretary  

Aileen Hill on 01622 831418 
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remembers men coming to dig up some of 

them near Marden, and others were 

ploughed up by local farmers. The History 

Group has a length of pipe from 

Gatehouse Farm land which they hope to 

display at some stage. 

 

More information on the Marden section 

can be found in the Marden History Group 

publication “Marden and P.L.U.T.O.”  - 

obtainable from the Heritage Centre priced 

at £3.50. The Walking Group has a PLUTO 

circular walk which an intrepid group 

completed in the drizzle on 31st May, 

visiting some of the PLUTO artefacts still to 

be found in the hedges around Marden. 

 

Steve McArragher & Eunice Doswell 

 

Some period newsreel videos about PLUTO 

are available on Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=RqKxeYZLNmU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Nv9lBqPVuoE 

FUTURE TALKS PROGRAMME 

 
Please note !! : meetings from September to November will be in the Vestry Hall 
near the Church & Library, NOT the longstanding Memorial Hall location. 

 

 

The following talks will all be held in the Vestry Hall 

Wednesday 23
rd

 
September 

Victoria Golding 
Kent’s Coronation  

Meadow 

Wednesday 28
th

 
October 

Brian Rance 
Walking Through Kent 

and East Sussex 

Wednesday 25
th

 
November 

Steve McArragher 
The Life of Sir Marcus 

Samuel 

For detailed information about the village don’t forget to visit the  
Marden Society’s website at www.mardensociety.org.uk 
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KENTISH LADY BOAT TRIP 

 

I t was a beautiful evening on June 25th 

when 37 of us boarded the Kentish Lady 

near the Archbishops Palace in Maidstone 

for a trip upstream on the Medway. Before 

we had even settled into our seats, the fish 

and chip suppers were delivered and we 

started to tuck in.  

As the boat pulled away, we began to 

admire the scenery. After just a few 

hundred yards, all signs of habitation 

vanished and we slowly made our way  

between the lush green banks of the river. 

On both sides were anglers sitting in the 

evening sun. Many of us were surprised at 

how rural it all felt when, in fact, we were 

still so close to Maidstone town centre. 

This feeling was reinforced by the wildlife 

on the river. We saw swans with their 

cygnets, geese with their goslings and 

various mallards, coots and moorhens.  

Some people even saw a kingfisher! 

Then onwards to Farleigh Lock. Almost 

everyone went outside or watched 

through the windows as we navigated the 

lock. For many, this was the first time they 

had been through a lock and everyone 

found the whole procedure fascinating. 

Some said it was the highlight of the trip. 

w e welcome your views and contributions. Perhaps some of your memories 
of Marden, or fresh impressions if you are new to the village. 

 
 Please contact Mo on 01622 831529 or tillergirl2913@aol.com 
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GENERAL ELECTION 2015 

 

F or the first time I was asked to act as a 

teller for two hours on election day 

outside the Memorial Hall. My job was to 

record the voting paper numbers of those 

entering, so it could be noted that they had 

voted.  Unfortunately many were arriving 

by car and coming into the hall  through 

the back door, so I had no chance to note 

those  down.  

On my one recce trip into the Memorial 

Hall to say hello to someone, I was asked to 

go out as only people voting were allowed  

 

 

in the hall itself – I can see the logic of that 

but was slightly disconcerted at the time.  

Alongside me were Annabelle Blackmore 

(who managed to get lots of coffee from 

the West End Tavern), the UKIP candidate, 

and Edith Davies, the Labour candidate. 

The atmosphere was very friendly and 

good natured, most people happy to give 

their numbers. Luckily it was a pleasant 

morning and the two hours passed quickly. 

 

Mo Clayton 

Talks from September onwards will be held in the Vestry Hall 



We were all amazed at the skill of our 

crew as they navigated us under the low 

bridges. As we passed under Farleigh 

Bridge there was a scraping as the top 

and side of the boat nudged the sides 

and top of the arch of the bridge, but 

apparently this is a regular occurrence 

unless the water level is fairly low. 

At Teston we turned for a leisurely return 

journey and we were back all too soon. 

We were a little early, so Nick, our pilot, 

continued on past the town centre to just 

north of the railway bridge where we 

turned once more and came back to the 

pier at the Archbishop's Palace. 

A relaxed and happy band travelled back 

to Marden saying what a wonderful 

evening it had been. In fact, some  

non-members of the Marden Society said 

they had enjoyed it so much that they will 

join the Society next year!  

 

Carol Hogg 

THE PLUTO PIPELINE 

 

E vidently the subject of the Pluto 

Pipeline was a popular one as we had 

a large audience for this talk. Tim Whittle, 

the speaker and a retired engineer from 

the UK Oil and Pipelines Agency, has 

taken a great interest in the whole 

pipeline network across our country which 

existed at the time of WWII.  

 

P.L.U.T.O. originally stood for PipeLine 

Underwater Transportation of Oil, but 

soon became known as PipeLine Under 

the Ocean. The plan was to extend the 

existing UK Oil pipeline system to the 

south coast, and then rapidly lay multiple 

pipelines under the sea across to France 

to supply petrol for the Allies after the  

D-Day invasion in June 1944.  

At the outbreak of war, the Royal Navy 

had been worried about the supply of 

heavy oils as they were mostly dependent 

on imports. The RAF had also not yet built 

enough storage facility to store oil for 

more than 10 days of war fighting. Extra 

storage was quickly built, half buried, with 

steel floors, enormous pillars and concrete 

roofs. The necessary convoys across the 

Atlantic slowed down the oil deliveries 

and then caused a further problem by so 

many tankers arriving at the three West 

Country ports simultaneously. As cross-

channel invasion planning began  in 1942, 

Lord Mountbatten asked if it was possible 

for fuel to be carried under the Channel.  

It was, and the oil companies soon got to 

work on designs. 

There were in fact two cross-channel 

pipeline arms, one from Shanklin (on the 

Isle of Wight) to Cherbourg in France, 

codenamed “BAMBI”  - and another from 

Dungeness across a much narrower part 

of the channel to Boulogne - codenamed 

"DUMBO". The latter line was supplied by 

a land pipeline from East Peckham which 

passed through Marden. This 8 inch 

diameter land pipe was laid in trenches, 

mostly at night, and each morning a 

spotter plane flew over to make sure 

nothing was visible. The route through 

Marden passed by Murzie Farm, Target 

Farm, Church Farm where it crossed 

under the Maidstone Road and out past 

Mountain Farm in Park Road. From there 

it led to Greatstone where the pump-

houses were disguised and still exist as 

bungalows. 

There were two types of underwater 

pipeline. The HAIS (Hartley and Siemens) 

was a coreless lead-lined flexible cable. 

The other, called HAMEL, was a more 

conventional welded steel pipe, and both 

types of pipe were used in both pipelines. 

The flexible HAIS pipe was wound on 

huge 30 ft diameter drums called 

“conundrums” which were used to lay it 

from ships.  

Problems with laying these proved so 

numerous that Bambi, increased finally to 

70 miles long, was finished too late to be 

effective. It was not until 22nd September 

1944 that pumping started, but the 

system only transported 250 tons per day. 

When attempts were made to increase 

the pressure and hence flow, the pipeline 

failed completely and so was abandoned 

on 4th October. 

DUMBO was much more successful. By 

December 4th 1944, HAIS cables from 

Kent to Boulogne were working and 

delivering 700 tons of fuel per day, still 

much less than the planned 3300 tons. 

Over the next few months further HAIS 

and HAMEL pipes were laid until a total of 

sixteen cross channel links were installed. 

The European network was also regularly 

extended so that by the time of the 

German surrender in Spring 1945, petrol 

could flow via a pipeline from the Mersey 

to the Rhine. 

 

So was PLUTO a great success? Sadly the 

answer is probably not. It was a huge 

engineering project and consumed many 

engineering resources. BAMBI was an 

almost total failure, and DUMBO only 

contributed 370,000 tons of fuel to the 

allied troops, less than 8% of their total 

consumption. After the war, the military 

land pipeline network was extended both 

in UK and across Europe to form CEPS, 

the Central Europe Pipeline System. Sadly, 

Tim informed us that the British part of 

the network had recently been sold to a 

Spanish Company. 

 

Tim thought the pipes through Kent were 

mostly still in place, but Mike Judd 


